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98 Years at Purdue

Supporting the Brotherhood
Beta Phi Reendows Scholarships Internally, 
Prepares for 100-Year Anniversary in 2022

The Beta Phi Foundation strives to make the most of 
contributions received from our generous alumni. 

When an endowed scholarship is set up, we ensure 
it is self-funded and perpetual. Beta Phi has had two 
scholarships endowed through PIKE Nationals for some 
time now. However, over the past few years we have 
grown concerned as the original endowments were not 
performing as intended. In recent years it reached the 
point that we had to tap into our annual operating funds to 
supplement these scholarships.

Last summer, the foundation decided to reendow both 
scholarships internally to manage the funds. We now 
control these investments, ensuring they are self-funded 
and perpetual. Had we not taken this action, the original 
endowment would have eventually been depleted. The 
short-term effect meant we couldn’t give out these 
scholarships during Homecoming this semester. We 
will continue awarding scholarships without the need to 
supplement in fall 2020.

Preparations for Beta Phi’s 100-year anniversary in 2022 
have begun, and we can’t wait to celebrate with active 
members and alumni. Our plan is to hold the celebration 
on October 8, 2022, around the Purdue versus Iowa game. 

In celebrating our 100th anniversary, we’d like to promote 
another endowment program. Many of you know that the 
foundation funds a tutoring program for active members, 
and we would like to create a permanent fund for this. 
This program has helped Beta Phi’s GPA remain above a 
3.0. Be on the lookout for more information regarding this 
initiative.

Thank you to our loyal alumni who attended Homecoming 
this fall. Active members did a great job preparing for 
the weekend, and everyone enjoyed the events before and 
after the game. We continue welcoming alumni back and 
invite you to join us. It still amazes me every year when 
a brother returns to the Chapter House for the first time 
in many years and tells me, “I wish I hadn’t stayed away 
so long.” Come back and join us, reconnect with your 
brothers at 629 University.

In the bonds of φφκα,
Joe Conti ’85
President, Beta Phi Foundation
joe.conti@pavematerials.onmicrosoft.com

Darrell M. Andersen ’52 was the Beta Phi Home Association president who oversaw 
the purchase of our great corner lot location and worked with contractors in the 

construction of our present Chapter House on University Street.

He came to check on the new Chapter House construction and meet with the architect every 
weekend from his home in Chicago. He worked with Purdue Board of Trustee member 
Claude Wickerd to exchange the former Chapter House property at 149 Andrew Place for the 
three residential lots that make up the present corner lot where our house is today. 

Darrell entered Chapter Eternal at the age of 90 on July 31. He is survived by his wife, 
Audrey, two daughters, and four grandchildren. He graduated from Purdue in 1952 with a 
bachelor’s of science. He was the former owner and president of A&M Printing Company in 
Chicago for over 40 years. 

The Beta Phi Foundation and Home Association wish to name the Chapter House entry foyer 
as a lasting memorial for Brother Darrell Andersen. A new plaque will be installed on the 
foyer wall in recognition of Darrell’s dedication and service to Beta Phi over the years. 

In Memory of Darrell M. Andersen ’52
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This year, Beta Phi had the pleasure of honoring Grant 
Miller ’86 as one of its PIKE Old Masters. “I feel 

blessed to have been asked, and I am excited for the 
opportunity to share with the brothers,” he said. Grant 
has enjoyed a fulfilling career in both startup businesses 
and mature companies, attributing much of his success 
to his Pi Kappa Alpha experience.

“Living with 100 guys in a house can be fun as well 
as challenging, and it sets you up well for a business 
environment where people have different views and 
motivations. The leadership opportunities are a great 
training ground for your future career.”

Grant came to Purdue as an out-of-state freshman and looked into 
fraternities to find a good network; he soon felt right at home with 
Beta Phi. “It had the right mix of grades, athletics, and, of course, good 
sorority connections!” Grant tried to fill a role in the Chapter House 
every semester, serving as internal IMC and recruitment chairman among 
others. His favorite memories include winning intramural athletic events, 
winning the Grand Prix (“Good driving, Doug Wright ’86!”), and a 
group of 30 Beta Phi brothers on the front page of the Lafayette Journal 
and Courier; it was from the day Purdue basketball beat Iowa and Bobby 
Knight threw the chair.

Grant’s most recent position was as president and CEO of BlueCrest, a 
$450 million printing service company, which he recently sold to 
Private Equity. 

“Taking BlueCrest private was both a tremendous effort and 
a lot of fun. I often described myself as a fraternity 
recruitment chairman during the three-year effort. My 
goal was to convince everyone that we were the ‘best 
house’ to join—or in this case, right place for employees 
to work, best place for Private Equity to invest, and best 
company for our clients to do business with.” 

Grant’s been fortunate to stay in touch with brothers 
in related industries and enjoys reconnecting when the 
opportunity arises. “After 33 years, we are honestly just 
older versions of the same group we went to 

school with.”

Living in Connecticut, Grant’s had fewer opportunities to connect with 
the Chapter, but with a Sigma Kappa daughter at Purdue, he tries to 
stop by for the occasional football weekend. “The Chapter House is 
really looking good with the recent upgrades!” His advice to the active 
Chapter: “As I’m sure everyone tells you, enjoy your time in the house 
and make the most of it; college is a great time in your life.”

Grant and his wife, Rhonda Lostutter Miller, an Alpha Chi Omega, 
began dating in college and have been married for 33 years. They have 
four children, all of whom have gone Greek after hearing their parents’ 
many fun stories. Grant tries to do a Tough Mudder race at least once a 
year and has enjoyed both snow and water skiing for about 45 years. “On 
a nice day, you’ll find me on my Harley exploring Connecticut.” Grant 
can be reached at grant.miller99@gmail.com.

Making the Most of Beta Phi
PIKE Old Master Grant Miller ’86 Thankful for Fraternity Experience

I am pleased to report that the effort to collect old composite 
photographs has received great responses. We received 19 

composites from 10 alumni. Many thanks to alumni from the ’50s, 
’60s, and ’70s for coming through on this project. Though this is a 
good start, we have more composites to receive before Beta Phi’s 
100th anniversary in 2022. Please check for any missing copies, 
especially those from the 1980s to the present.

Years Received:
1954
1956
1958
1962-67
1969
1978-79
2018-19

In the bonds of φφκα,
Rex Martin ’72
Secretary and Historian, Beta Phi Foundation
(317) 445-5077
rexmartinpiano@gmail.com 

Recording Our History
Michael “Malberts” Alberts ’66 and his wife, Ursula, live outside the 
historic gold mining town of Mariposa, just 11 miles from Yosemite 
National Park. Michael keeps active by hiking, maintaining his property, 
dancing with the local line dancing club, and attending his Catholic 
church. He would be honored to serve as a tour guide to any brothers 
who would like to visit the area. Email: malberts44@gmail.com

Michael Bobeczko ’68 sold his house and spends most of his time on 
cruises, which he says is less expensive than living in California. In 
the past year, Michael has been on 12 cruises and visited 100 cities 
in 30 different countries. The cruises cost between $30 and $100 per 
day and include food, travel, entertainment, utilities, and taxes. Email: 
michaelbobeczko@gmail.com

Timothy B. Groves ’79 started Groves Enterprises Inc., in 2009 to 
develop, own, and manage AFC Urgent Care Centers and commercial 
real estate. This new venture came after a 23-year career in the hotel 
business. He and his wife, Lisa, live in Simpsonville, S.C., and have 
two daughters. Alexandra is a sophomore at the University of Georgia, 
and Cassandra is a senior in high school. Email: tbgroves@att.net

SEND US YOUR NEWS!
Your Beta Phi brothers would love to hear about what’s new with you. 
Let us know what’s happening in your life, and you could be featured 
in the “Alumni News” section of the next Candlelight. Simply send 
your updates to alehr@penningtonco.com.

Alumni News
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Given the advances in technology and 
the increasing accountability needed in 

today’s Greek life, there is a nationwide trend 
for fraternities and sororities to implement 
surveillance systems. Through the efforts 
of Home Association Board Member Tom 
Maddox ’71, the Beta Phi Home Association 
has decided to install a new surveillance 
system, which we agree will help protect our 
members and their guests. This will provide us 
the accountability needed to ensure the Chapter 
House stays in excellent condition.

This project will initially be funded through 
a loan from the Beta Phi Foundation to the 
Home Association. Cameras will be placed on 
the exterior of the Chapter House and inside 
in first-floor common areas, stairwells, and the 
kitchen. Installation will begin in the next few 
weeks, and the new system includes on-site 
storage of footage for up to 60 days and a 
training program. 

We believe this new project is in line with 
our commitment to providing a safe and 
educational space for active members to grow 
as young men because it provides the Home 
Association with an additional resource to 
ensure safety issues can be addressed in a 
timely manner. Additionally, this is another 
step toward guaranteeing that the Beta Phi 
Home Association, and its management of the 
Chapter House, remains a shining example of 
how fraternity housing should be conducted. 

In the bonds of φφκα,
Matt Folz, Theta Omicron ’07
(812) 483-9437
matthew.r.folz@gmail.com

SAFETY AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY

Beta Phi to Install 
New Surveillance System in 

Chapter House
Glenn E. Omholt ’50
C. Craig Hudson ’56
Jim M. Thompson ’57
William R. Morgan ’58
Richard L. Russell ’58
Harry G. Chase ’59
Dale J. Frost ’59
Edward L. Neufer ’59
Charles D. Kent ’60
William C. Young ’62
Charles N. Hetrick ’63
John W. Bevelhimer III ’65
Ronald J. Laub ’65
Wendell L. Pieper ’65
Robert W. Raichle ’65

Kenneth A. Probst ’66
David A. Walters ’66
Robert D. Baker ’67
Jeffrey B. Orwig ’67
Robert D. Blue ’68
Donald M. Swanson ’69
Geoffrey C. Boling ’70
Thomas D. Pogue ’70
Robert S. Barrett ’71
Thomas W. Eyre ’71
John L. Hammond Jr. ’71
Thomas L. Maddox ’71
Bruce C. Bailey ’72
Randall S. Meyerholtz ’72
Jeffrey M. Etter ’77

Michael R. Sutton ’82
Scott E. Thompson ’84
Joseph A. Conti ’85
Michael D. Wright ’85
Thomas A. Lavins ’87
Timothy J. Lorenc ’88
Michael A. Leetz ’89
Thomas C. Callahan ’92
Jeffery C. Langston ’92
Mark L. Ackerman ’93
William A. Kinder ’95
Brad E. Ritchie ’00
Dane Anderson ’15

Thank You, Loyal Beta Phis
Thank you to the 43 brothers who made commitments to Beta Phi in 2019. The alumni 

listed below stepped up to invest in Beta Phi’s future, and we could not be more grateful. 
Every dollar supports the programming and facilities necessary to maintain Pi Kappa Alpha’s 
status as a premier fraternity at Purdue. Onward to 100 years in 2022! 

Anders Bech-Willumsen | 
Kongens Lyngby, Denmark

Jackson Bryan* | Reno, Nev.
Ryan Carantz | Long Valley, N.J.
Patrick DeBoor | Seymour, Ind.
Conall Farney | Wheaton, Ill.
Austin Feterick | Hobart, Ind.

Zachary Gault | Michigan City, Ind.
Ryan Hogan | Bartlett, Ill.

Brock Holman | Saint Joseph, Ind.
Chase Jagel | Niantic, Conn.

Nathan Jones | Michigan City, Ind.
George McCosh | Yarmouth, Maine

Ethan Metzelaar* | Lindenhurst, Ill.
Sean O’Sullivan | Fort Wayne, Ind.

Adam Peterson | Elkhart, Ind.
Jake Quenichet | Floyds Knobs, Ind.

Varun Rege | Kuala Limpur, Malaysia
Alek Rudy | Flemington, N.J.

Anish Saha | Santa Clara, Calif.
Levi Siewart | Floyds Knobs, Ind.

Sebastian Thomas | Highland Park, Ill.
Kyle Wilson | Houston, Texas

*Legacy

Welcome, New Initiates

Beta Phi Named House of the Year
Chapter Welcomes 25 New Initiates, 

Increases Campus Leadership

In early August, I traveled with Dhruv 
Bhargava ’20 to Memphis for the PIKE 

University Academy where Beta Phi was 
named House of the Year. Outstanding 
maintenance of our Chapter House, along with 
its prominent location, helped us achieve this 
award. Thank you to all Beta Phi brothers 
who’ve invested their time and resources 
over the years helping us earn this prestigious 
recognition.

Welcome to the Brotherhood
Beta Phi is excited to welcome 25 new initiates 
into the bonds of Phi Phi Kappa Alpha. This 
fall’s group of young men are motivated to 
build on our Chapter’s success, and they’ll be 
strong assets for our brotherhood.

Participants from Gamma Phi Beta and 
Alpha Xi Delta begin the Firefighter 
Challenge as brothers cheer them on.

Karl Hauser ’21, who organized this 
year’s Firefighter Challenge, preps members of 

Delta Zeta for the race.

Beta Phi 
welcomed 

25 new 
initiates 
to our 

Chapter 
this fall. 

(Continued on page 4)
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If you would prefer to receive the Candlelight e-newsletter, 
please email alehr@penningtonco.com.

Focused on Philanthropic 
Fundraising

In September, we hosted our annual Fireman’s 
Challenge where 12 teams participated in a 
race on a firefighter-themed course. It raised 
upward of $2,000 for the National Fallen 
Firefighters Foundation. Our PIKE Dream Girl 
competition is underway, and our contestants 
will raise money for Riley Children’s Hospital 
and their sorority’s philanthropy.

Leaders at Purdue
We’re proud to have Pikes serving in leadership 
positions across campus. Dan Broerman ’21 
served on the student orientation committee 
for Boiler Gold Rush, spending 11 months 
preparing for recruitment week. David Paroda 
’22 and Davis Ashbrook ’22 also worked with 
Dan, serving as team leaders. With basketball 
season underway, I’m working alongside 
Nathan Burns ’21 to continue our leadership 
roles within Paint Crew. Aaron Pate ’21 and 
Leo Ohandjanians ’21 founded the Ocean 
Conservation Club to raise money to help 
protect oceans around the world.

Thank you to everyone who returned to the 
Chapter House for Homecoming. We enjoyed 
meeting Pike alumni spanning multiple 
decades, and it was great to hear all of your 
stories. I hope to see more of you back at 629 
University in the future!

In the bonds of φφκα,
Jordan Jones ’21
Chapter President
(574) 527-8118
purduepikepresident@gmail.com

Beta Phi Named 
House of the 

Year
(Continued from page 3)

Dhruv Bhargava ’20 and Jordan Jones ’21 
accept the award for House of the Year at 

PIKE University Academy in Memphis.

President
Jordan Jones ’21

Internal Vice President
Leo Ohandjanians ’21

External Vice President
Tyler Ramirez ’21

Treasurer
Nathan Bruns ’21

Vice President of Membership
Spencer Peyrot ’22

Vice President of Communications
Davis Ashbrook ’22

Sergeant-at-Arms
Nick Mensack ’22

Risk Manager
David Paroda ’22

Recruitment Chairman
David Falcone ’21

rushpikepurdue@gmail.com

Chapter Officers


