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As you can imagine I have been working 
closely with Rich Russell ’58 over the 

last several weeks and months learning and 
understanding the intricacies of the position. I 
am enjoying the challenge and looking forward 
to 2015 and beyond. We have a tremendous, 
dedicated team on the Foundation board that 
will keep me in line and continue to keep Beta 
Phi strong. While the Chapter House renovation 
is completed, we do still have pledges to fulfill 
to complete the entire process. Our alumni 
came through in a tremendous way to make 
this project successful. The immediate need 
to upgrade 629 University has been completed 
and thus the Foundation must turn its attention 
to the future.
	
I ask that you all read the reports from the Chapter 
president, home association president, and 
Chapter advisor. You will be very impressed with 
what is happening at Beta Phi. We are driving for 
Chapter of Excellence and Smythe consideration 
in a way that I have not seen since the early 1980s. 
YOU, as our devoted alumni, have been no small 
part of the culture shift at Purdue. By donating 
your time and returning for Homecoming and 
alumni events, you demonstrate how important 
and precious Brotherhood is. 

Rich has turned his attention to a newly created 
long-term vision. I won’t steal his thunder so 
please read his report to fully understand his 
project. The Foundation and Chapter must then 
look to our more immediate future. I promise 
that you will not see every report from me 
appealing to you for more financial support. In 
the last few years, the Foundation had suspended 
requesting annual donations to support our nor-
mal, yearly operating expenses. However, mail-
ings, database maintenance, alumni events, golf 
outings, Old Masters, etc. have costs associ-
ated with them. We will continue to support 
all of these events, but we need your help. In 
the future you will receive requests for annual 
donations and I hope you will strongly consider 
some level of support. We have enough alumni 
that if everyone participated in a small way the 
Foundation would continue on solid ground for 
years to come. Please give this consideration.

We have also seen a tremendous impact to 
the undergraduate commitment to excellence 
through attendance in Pike University, Regional 
Pike Conferences, and National Convention. 
The Foundation and Chapter have money in our 
budgets to help support those events. Now, we 
are seeing greater and greater numbers of under-

graduates wanting to attend such events. With 
that thought in mind, when you think about an 
annual donation you can request it to be used in 
a particular way. Our last six Chapter presidents 
have attended the Pike Conferences. It is clear 
that what National is promoting is working. The 
greater number of active members we can help 
send, the more leaders we are helping create.

I am honored to be the next Foundation president. 
Those of you that know me well will understand 
exactly what I mean when I say that I will strive 
to make Beta Phi even better and I am committed 
to the Chapter and all of you. I will work with the 
Foundation Board, the Home Association Board, 
the Alumni Advisory Committee, Chapter, and 
National tirelessly to make Beta Phi the best it 
can possibly be. With your continued support we 
will do just that. The ultimate goal is for Pi Kappa 
Alpha at Purdue University to continue to be the 
preeminent chapter on campus. If we do that, 
Smythes are bound to follow and our legacy will 
be remembered.

Sincerely in ffka,
Joe Conti ’85
Beta Phi Foundation President 
joscon_61@yahoo.com

Striving for Excellence 
with Continued Alumni Support

Looking to a Strong Future for Beta Phi

Ribbon cutting during the Chapter House Dedication.
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Leadership, 
Confidence, 
and Pride in 
Being a Pike

Spotlight on Josh Bellman ’08
Q: Going through recruitment can be an over-
whelming process, why did you join Pi Kappa 

Alpha? What made you stay a 
part of the brotherhood?
A: There were several brothers 
from my hometown that were a 
part of Pi Kappa Alpha when I 
rushed. It was nice to see some 
familiar faces, but the house at 
the time was very diversified 
compared to some other houses 
I rushed. I liked the camarade-

rie of the athletic aspect and the attitude of the house 
overall.  

Q: What sense of pride did you gain as a Beta Phi 
member?
A: I gained a lot of confidence and pride that I could 
hold my head high walking around campus and now in 
the job world. I can’t tell you how many times in air-
ports, bars/restaurants, sporting events I get in random 
conversations about my time at Beta Phi. There are a lot 
of people who know Pikes around the country, and we 
all have that sense of accomplishment and pride.

Q: What was the impact that Pike University (or 
another leadership program) had on you as an 
undergraduate?
A: Pike U was fairly new when I was an undergraduate. 
It not only opened my eyes as to what companies were 
looking for and what the real world would be like, but 
it was a great networking opportunity to see what others 
in our Fraternity were doing to achieve their goals. It 
made me laser-focused on getting the job I wanted right 
out of undergrad, and several jobs after as well. 

Q: How, if at all, did being in Pi Kappa Alpha 
impact your career path?
A: Networking is a big deal. Knowing the right people 
in the right places has helped me in my career. Not only 
being Greek, but being a Pike has accelerated my career 
through the contacts I have made over the years.  

Q: Were there any alumni involved in your Chapter 
that had a positive impact on Chapter operations 
and your overall college experience?
A: We had our differences, just like all undergrad and 
alumni leaders do, but Joe Conti ’85 was probably the 
most influential during my time at Beta Phi. We were 
right at the fork in the road at the time of either going 
down the path of being a great Chapter, or probably 
being kicked off campus or going broke. Joe held the 

Election of New Beta Phi 
Foundation Officers

At the annual fall 2014 meeting of the Beta Phi Foundation Board of Directors the board 
accepted the retirement of Charlie Hetrick ’63. Charlie joined the Foundation board 

when it started in 1992 and has been a very loyal and dedicated board member. He was 
extremely helpful in overseeing the complete renovation of the Chapter House. The board 
honored Charlie with a plaque and made him a lifetime Foundation board member emeritus. 

The board unanimously elected Bill Kinder ’95 as a new board member. Bill and his 
brother, Doug ’91, are partners and owners of Michael Kinder and Sons, general contrac-
tors based in Fort Wayne, Indiana. Bill is a past Chapter president of Beta Phi and general 
contractor for the recent renovation of the Chapter House.

The following Beta Phi brothers were elected as new officers of the Foundation board: 
Joe Conti ’85 was elected president. Joe is a past Chapter president, home association 
past president, past chairman of the alumni advisory board, and immediate vice president 
of the Foundation board. Joe brings years of service, time, and loyalty to Beta Phi. Let’s 
all support Joe as he leads the Foundation. 

Brian Doolittle ’70 was elected vice president. Brian recently chaired our very success-
ful capital campaign and has been a Foundation board member for several years. 

Bruce Pershing will continue as Foundation treasurer and Rex Martin’72 will continue 
as Foundation board secretary and historian.

The Foundation board elected Rich Russell ’58, past president of the Foundation board 
for 23 years, to a new position: chairman of the board. In this new position he will chair 
a long-range planning committee. He will work closely with the board president on 
exploring new concepts to help foster and strengthen the future of Beta Phi. He will also 
coordinate and cultivate a closer relationship with the university.

The Foundation board consists of 10 dedicated directors and three board emeritus. The 
board has three meetings a year, a winter conference call, and a spring and fall board 
meeting at Purdue. The Foundation works closely with and supports the Beta Phi Home 
Association and the Alumni Advisory Board. The Foundation continues to have a strong 
financial base. We appreciate the continued support of our Purdue Pike alumni. Our struc-
ture, by design, has kept us a desirable top fraternity on Purdue’s campus.

In the Bond,
Rich Russell ’58, Chairman of the Board, Beta Phi Foundation

Thank You, Annual Donors

With the first year post-capital campaign under our belt, a number of alumni have 
stepped up to invest in Beta Phi’s annual campaign once again. Thank you to 

the 70 donors who committed more than $13,000 in 2014. Your gifts help support our 
undergraduates’ scholarship, recruitment activities, and leadership training, as well as 
our alumni communications.

(Continued on page 4)

Chairman of the Board
Rich Russell ’58
rich@richandphyllis.com

President
Joe Conti ’85 
joscon_61@yahoo.com

Vice President
Brian Doolittle ’70 

Treasurer
Bruce Pershing 

Secretary and Historian
Rex Martin ’72  

Members
Richard Duncan ’69 
Mike Wright ’85 
Mike Kristakis ’86 

Kirk Cerny, Beta Gamma ’92  
Bill Kinder ’95 

Board  Members Emeriti
Bob Rain ’55 
Roy Hofer ’57 
Charlie Hetrick ’64

Beta Phi Foundation Board
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Beta Phi is doing very well to start out 
2015. As a Chapter, we have set goals 

of winning a Chapter Excellence Award this 
summer, following it up by winning a Smythe in 
New Orleans in 2016. These goals are tangible, 
realistic, and the fact that they are attainable 
has pushed the Chapter as a whole to challenge 
ourselves to do everything we can to improve 
Beta Phi’s image both at Purdue and nationally. 
Our Chapter evaluation score was the highest 
it has been in nearly a decade. This put us 
in a good position, as well as provided great 
feedback we are now using to improve Beta Phi 
even more. 

We have been progressing greatly in areas 
of campus involvement, service hours, and 
academics. Our Chapter GPA has increased in 
the past two semesters, and we are determined 
to continue this trend in the coming year. 
Twice a week, multiple groups of brothers 
volunteer at the Lafayette Boys and Girls Club, 

spending time with the kids and helping out 
however they can. Also, we have half a dozen 
brothers who will be spending their spring 
break on a mission trip to New Orleans. We 
recently sent 12 brothers to the regional Pike 
University summit in Chicago to further their 
education on the Fraternity, as well as develop 
their leadership skills. 

Beta Phi’s Pike Work Day for this year was on 
April 4, tackling several projects around the 
house. In March, we had our first of two spring 
semester philanthropies. Our spring recruitment 
went great, and we have a new pledge class of 
12 quality men that really already have a lot of 
drive for the Chapter. 

In the Bond,
Nathan DeVillez ’17
Chapter President
(765) 418-8067
purduepikepresident@gmail.com

Ambition Drives the Chapter to Success
Actives Eye Smythe Award for 2016

CHAPTER ETERNAL
Arthur J. Proctor ’48 entered Chapter Eternal January 1, 2014. Jim 
had an interesting and varied career in agriculture and transportation 
serving veterans, the B&O Railroad and the State of Indiana. He wrote 
major transportation legislation and was awarded the title of Sagamore 
of the Wabash. Jim was a gardener, outdoorsman, a traveler and lover of 
Studebakers. He will be remembered for his curiosity, sense of adventure, 
the love he showed his family, his smile and his gentle spirit. He is 
survived by his wife of 65 years, Shirley; his sons, Kris and Dean; and his 
grandchildren, Patrick and Erin.
Henry M. Soltysinski ’50 entered Chapter Eternal on March 23, 2014.

Donald H. Jenter ’53 entered Chapter Eternal on March 23, 2014.

Donald L. Hoffman ’55 entered Chapter Eternal on September 10, 2014, 
after fighting a lengthy illness, and with his nephew Robert and friend 
Christine at his side. He was preceded in death by his parents and brothers: 
Bill, Chris Jr. and Bob. In 1955 and 1956 he was part of a group of men who 
drove cars from Chicago to Fairbanks, Alaska, over the Alcan Highway, 
which at that time was only a dirt/gravel road and not open year round, for 
his brother Bob’s cab company. He was in the Army from 1956‑1958 and 
the Army Reserves until 1962. Don enjoyed life, dancing and boats and 
always had a ready smile. Don is survived by his brother Chuck (Carolyn); 
numerous nieces and nephews spread out across the states; and numerous 
friends in Alaska and around the world. Don has left the building and is on 
the dance floor.

Alumni Update

(Continued on page 4)
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ALUMNI NEWS
Kean W. Stimm ’48 is a chairman and CEO 
of Kern Wind Turbines Inc., which provides 
a new approach to wind turbines. He lives in 
Williamsville, N.Y.

Glenn E. Omholt ’50 bought the naming rights to 
the new Purdue baseball stadium home team dugout, 
Omholt Family Dugout. He and his son, David, 
played baseball at Purdue. Glenn lives in Oak Brook, 
Ill. E‑mail: glenn_omholt@sbcglobal.net

Jim M. Thompson ’57 has two books on the 
market under his pen name, M.L. Hollinger. 
They are adventures of Regen the Bregen and 
Josh the Cargen. James lives in Carmel, Ind. 
E‑mail: jthompson16@indy.rr.com

Donald C. Biddle ’62 makes his home in 
Dublin, Calif., where he was re‑elected to the 
city council. E‑mail: dondonnab1@aol.com

Stephen T. Peppler ’71 went to Cuba with the 
Purdue alumni group where they had many great 
experiences in the people‑to‑people meetings, 
with people from all walks of life including 

musicians, artists, and professors. He lives in 
Temecula, Calif., with his wife, Dulce. E‑mail: 
speppler@earthlink.net

David J. Johnson ’74 has retired from 
ExxonMobil and is living in the Texas Hill 
country with his wife, Debra. He enjoys 
volunteering with Child Advocates and spending 
time with his children and grandchildren. E‑mail: 
dave.debbiejohnson@yahoo.com

Bruce L. Marshall ’77 was awarded the ACC 
and DCEO Outstanding General Counsel and 
Texas Lawyer Legal Department of the Year 
in 2013. In 2011‑2012, he was elected chair 
of State Bar of Texas Aviation Law Section. 
He was also a finalist in major litigation and 
smaller legal department categories and winner 
of 2011 Magne Stella Award for Small Legal 
Department presented by the General Counsel 
Forum. E‑mail: winsurferb@gmail.com

Brian Nelson ’09 is a key account manager 
with ABB Inc. He makes his home in Fishers, 
Ind., with his wife, Jillian, and their son, Oliver. 
E‑mail: nelson.brian.indy@gmail.com

Alumni Update
(Continued from page 3)

Save the Date
Beta Phi Annual Golf Outing and Reunion

Mark your calendars and start
 putting your foursomes together!

Saturday, June 20
Purdue Kampen Course

Father/Son or Member/Guest 

Alumni: $125 
Undergraduates: $70
Lunch and dinner are included; lunch will be at 
11 a.m. at the Purdue Kampen Course and dinner 
will be after golf at the Chapter House. Be on the 
lookout for the registration information later 
this spring. We hope to see a record turnout for 
the event. Prizes will be awarded for first and 
second place, as well as drawings for everyone 
during dinner.

Contact Josh Bellman ’08 at josh.bellman@
gmail.com, Ben Phillips ’10 at benphillips.
purdue@gmail.com, or Joe Conti ’85 at 
joscon_61@yahoo.com with questions.
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Chapter advisor role before me, and has 
always been a role model in many aspects 
of my time at Beta Phi. He kept us on 
course, rode out the speed bumps with us, 
and we are now on course for, at minimum, 
a Chapter of Excellence Award, if not a 
Smythe in the coming semesters.  

Q: Why have you decided to give back 
so generously of your time to Beta Phi?
A: I feel there is so much power and good 
things that can come from a united group 
of people working towards the same goal, 
and what a time to come together than 
in your years as an undergrad at Purdue 
University. I enjoy getting to know the 
undergraduates, working on issues inter-
nally at the house to resolve them, and 
seeing the progress made and how it helps 
out the brothers just as it helped me. It’s 
very rewarding. 

Leadership, 
Confidence, 
and Pride in 
Being a Pike

(Continued from page 2)


